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Xoag^kone tiion Hortfc itaraaa t&nister of Nationea Defjmsft, 
North Korean troops should he sdthdrani to tha 33th Parallel, ixi 
«ew of the international situation and the aillltaiy potential of the North 
Korean a^. He vaa Tiolently opposed hy ECM Il-s^ end k::h Oh’aeb. then a 
nernhw of the North Korean Military Comal ttes and ccaamander of the troops in 
tte field. M a result of advocating this policy, OH *02 »sa given only th® 

A comandor in the North Korsen anry general head- 

garters, and KIM Gh’asfc took over actual dlractlon of the umed forces, al- 
though he had had no, military experience since his service as a guarrilla with 
the CMnese ComimaiiBt forces in Manchuria he/ore 1945. Shere was a rumor our-' 
rent tl^t ^ OB had a dispute with kim Il»aong aiid had tried to shoot Mm. tut 
was stopped ty KIM Tu-pong, who hcppened to be present.® 


Mnally, in mld-Noveiater 1950, OE^OE aceusad Kill Il-8c4g and KIM £Ih«aek of 
ignorance concerning military matters, and CH*0E was replaced ty CEOTG Si-u 
Hu ff** commander. KANO Kon, v;ho had been a KIM Il-’S^ig maxi in Man- 

uri£^w^ i’xont line cc^siaandero Other KIM Il'*'8ohg: siippoTteri^ who wora 

already in in^ortant poeitlgns^lno^uded PAJC Hon-il, deputy Minister of Internal 


tffMrs; CS_»0E ^an^tofc ( gom^^der of the North Korean force 

)e fonoer commander of th© 3Eth 


Hyon 


i4ilch occupied Seoul s £snd 

Parallel Conet^xdery and later c<Msander of' the Borth Korean 2 Corpse 
Boon after the hegliming the war^ th© higher staff raembars of the Borth 

kim Il-song's men, and the removal of (Ni»0K Tong-ken completed 
KIM e domination of the military cossnand. 

^ Md”Novamber, however, EtM Il-s^ng was faced v;ith a shortage of trsdned 
mllit^ commanders. KANG Kon was deed, and CH!*0E Kyong---toL-, vAo had been 
sent to Manchuria In late Ootobar to reorganize tlxe retreating North Korean 
assMelnated by an unidentified subordinate in e,arly November. 

At this point, the possible ra-emergence of 
“ilitaiy threat to £IM“8 leadaraliip®® 

added a new difficulty. Although he had been forfi-Sd to disband the Koram 
volunteer Aamy whldi he had brought back from China, ICIH Mu-chong wm named 
deputy Minister of National Defease and oomnandor of the artfllsoy when the 
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Horth Koreari was set and he ca^andes: f>f the Korth 

Korean 4 0oTp& v/hon the* war hegano 


io In the retreat froza the pirlmoterB KIJI was in e^ier^a regrouping 

North Kor^.*an forces hut f llod to keep order. HO Bciig-t’^aek ( |f j€)^ 

comiaande^v- of guerrilla foi-ies in South Korca^^ al^o felled to ua© his ul>op6 
effectively o ^Ihese tv/o opxj^rtunitles to piaoe tlie resroonslbility for 
taxy roverses on men not dii^.ctljr aasocletad with the pro-Soviet clique in 
.the North Korean goverrsaeiit i^d more particii!.arly in thtj North Korean Labor 
i^oxty we^ seized hy KB! li-sdivg to insure that KXM Mu«c^.iong would not hocornc 
a cente:^' for Chinese Coianmnisv political pressure^ A conference of the 0en«^ 
tr^ Coiimittee of the North Koeaan Labor party was callad for 33 Pecanher 
1950 in a snail village near K;aggye& The data v^as set to lernit an .oorller 
moetingp on 19 Tjecsembere before the official confexence, of Kin Il-song.^ KIK 
Ch'^aekg HO Ke»*iB PAK Ghaiig*«oke evd CEAITG- Si'^u Vi^dth Sov^. at General Shtykov at 
tlie Soviet orahassyp then in Manpc.'ino 

5« In the official, party nee tinge th> Central Comiiiittee ei-vsll^d Kill chotig 
from tlie par^y for Inefflcd.oncs'^ ii: conducting ODcrations on the Xaagu fronti 
attempts to ?‘3taia railitary caste iractices^ iiicliiding the shooting of mii*- 
den tlfied suhoidlnatas irdthout folloi/ing rogvliir axjrjy procedures g and fail«^ 
lire to roorg/nizee mdbiltzeg and ke^t order v/ith troons retreating to Mail'** 
Qhuria throT/..^! the Mannojln arccu K?' Sohe-’t^a^ik was also ©scpelled hy th© 
Cen.tral Coin/dttae for his j; allure tc organij’/e South Korean gaerrillas ©ff'ec^ 
tively and especially to a^orango ad^.:antagoous cooperation botween the North 
and South Corecn Labor Pariieoo Sime KO s’eprosekted the South Korean Labor 
Pat't/f, romoval along t^.lth KIK Uu^ choughs meant the neutralisation at one 
stroke of both the South Korean and Cl line se innuences whiuti threatened the 
boviet TjLm'.****^ \ 

6# AS' ad'litio*i.al safeguai'dsi, J.IM Il«-aong inoroasedw the Soviet r:U'pre3entatlon in 
the milit'xy organs by making KIM P®a chief of the ariqy sepm ity agency » the 
Uhit Tra'^ning and Indoctrir.atlon Offic-e {Tm Yul Po Ui aho)j: adding more Sov- 
iet advisors to North ICoreru aniy AmltSs erven dmm to battaiAo:a iovali and 
promoti?^ Sovlet^bom Korei\is to division commandso KIM Chinliuke second son 
of KIM Jh^aok® for exemplot a graduate of fee Soviet Academy^ 

made . couniander of a divisio.u IHiesc appolntmar.ts wore nade in soit© of the 
fact' tlat the tnoat succossfil divisl’m coasnenders during tho ICDxch Korean re^^’ 
treat had bean, subordinates^ of KIM Mu-chong from the Volunteer sucii as 

PAK E:/0“3an > )b ommander of the 6 Divisionfe given the title of hero 

becavse of ttie sm^?. numbe? of casualties his troops suffered l;i the retreatj 
PANG Ho-^son ( ^ ^ oiamander of the 7 Division^ who w^is liscorated for 

his rrderly retreat and sti;c©ssful op orat ions in the Ghangjin Eeservoir areai 
and ?AK Naan coimander in tl^e Ta^'jor- jirea. ©m’ly in t.!ia v/^o 

7o political interference v/ilb guerrilla active. ties in South Kc-raa v/ae a factor 
in their ineffeotivenessp Originally vAK Hon-yong had tried to gain more 
power in th.-5 North Korean inx^ throng qDoointment of cultural docety com=' 
maaders v/h-^m he controlled* exd falling this* had tried to v^ontrol of 

political MCtlvities in occioied areas of South Koxea^^ bhen he vjuu str*3nu«* 
crufrly opp'/sed. in this by HO Ka^fl*, he turned his attention to guenilla activ«> 
Itieso /a an. attempt to mobllirso all members and foiper.menbors of the South 
Korean labor P^irtye.PAK sent to Seoul TI C2iong«op ( % % )» Sia? leaderf) 

and TI *)hu-32iig ( ^ ); 'former head of the SIOA' lib ex' Section.: to set up 

a volunteer ermy headquarter i end HO Song-t^aek to command tha guerriilaSo 
Not only did the troops unde:' t^iisj command prove generally inaffoctivet but 
they vn^re believed to have di!r^J3>ted regular North Korean arniy activities in 
rear areas ^ Neither of the Sroul officials had had loreviou^ military exnori"^ 
enc-^B but tMs did not nr even! the removal cf h 3 S6hg^-t^aek later « 
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